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God’s Plan



Jer. 30:18     “This is what the LORD says:   
“ ‘I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents    

and have compassion on his dwellings;        
the city will be rebuilt on her ruins,    

and the palace will stand in its proper place.         

Jer. 30:19     From them will come songs of thanksgiving   
and the sound of rejoicing.         

 I will add to their numbers,   
and they will not be decreased;        

 I will bring them honor,   
and they will not be disdained.         

Jer. 30:20     Their children will be as in days of old,   
and their community will be established before me;        
I will punish all who oppress them.         

Jer. 30:21     Their leader will be one of their own;   
their ruler will arise from among them.         

 I will bring him near and he will come close to me,   
for who is he who will devote himself        
to be close to me?’        

declares the LORD.             

Jer. 30:22     “ ‘So you will be my people,   
and I will be your God.        



Negatively
Is. 3:14 The LORD enters into judgment 

against the elders and leaders of his people:        
“It is you who have ruined my vineyard;    

the plunder  from the poor  is in your houses.         

Jer. 5:5 So I will go to the leaders 
and speak to them;        

surely they know the way of the LORD,    
the requirements of their God.”        

But with one accord they too had broken off the yoke    
and torn off the bonds.         

Is. 3:6 A man will seize one of his brothers  
in his father’s house, and say,        

“You have a cloak, you be our leader;    
take charge of this heap of ruins!”         

7 But in that day  he will cry out, 
“I have no remedy.         

I have no food  or clothing in my house;    
do not make me the leader of the people.”         

Zech. 10:3 “My anger burns against the shepherds,    
and I will punish the leaders;         

for the LORD Almighty will care    
for his flock, the people of Judah,        
and make them like a proud horse in battle.         



Interestingly, the singular use of leader is not used in the NT, only the plural.

1Cor. 3:21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders!  All things are yours, 

Gal. 2:2 I went in response to a revelation  and, meeting privately with those 
esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the gospel that I preach among the 
Gentiles.  I wanted to be sure I was not running and had not been running my race  
in vain. 

Heb. 13:7    Remember your leaders,  who spoke the word of God  to you.    
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate  their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 

Heb. 13:17    Have confidence in your leaders  and submit to their authority,  
because they keep watch over you  as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 

Heb. 13:24    Greet all your leaders  and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy   
send you their greetings. 



What is God looking 
for in Leadership?



1.  It is God Centred



Jer. 45:5 Should you then seek great  things 
for yourself? Do not seek them. 



Is 41: 19 I will put in the desert   
the cedar and the acacia,  the myrtle and the olive.

I will set junipers  in the wasteland,  
the fir and the cypress  together,     

20 so that people may see and know, 
may consider and understand,     

that the hand  of the LORD has done this,  
that the Holy One  of Israel has created  it.     

 44: 3 For I will pour water  on the thirsty land, 
and streams on the dry ground;     

I will pour out my Spirit  on your offspring,  
and my blessing  on your descendants.     

4 They will spring up like grass  in a meadow,  
like poplar trees  by flowing streams.     



60: 21 Then all your people will be righteous 
and they will possess  the land forever.    

They are the shoot I have planted,   
the work of my hands,     
for the display of my splendour.    

61:3   They will be called oaks of righteousness,  a 
planting  of the LORD

for the display of his splendor. 



2.  It is Gifted
proiŒsthmi proiÿÍsteœmi [to be at the head of, rule, care for]

It is gifted therefore there is nothing to get proud about:  1Cor. 4:6  
Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for 
your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the 
saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” Then you will not take 
pride in one man over against another.  7 For who makes you 
different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not 
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you 
did not?  Obviously they were boasting!



proisteœmi proiÿÍsteœmi 8x’s - This common word means 
“to put before,” “to present,” or, in the intransitive 
middle, “to go before,” “to preside” and figuratively “to 
surpass,” “to lead,” “to direct,” “to assist,” “to protect,” 
“to represent,” “to care for,” “to sponsor,” “to arrange,” 
“to apply oneself to.  Only intransitive forms occur in 
the eight NT instances. The two senses usually 
involved are “to lead” and “to care for.” The reference 
in Rom. 12:8 is to the special charism of caring for 
others. The same applies where it is used in 1 Th. 
5:12, Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to 
acknowledge those who work hard  among you, who 
care for you in the Lord  and who admonish you. . .
(who are over you, NIV84). 



3.  It is Decisive



spouda¿zw spoudaézoœ [to make haste, be zealous], 
spoudh/ spoudeœÉ [haste, zeal], spoudai√oß spoudaiíos 
[speedy, zealous]. 
In the NT spoudeœÉ first means “haste” (cf. Mk. 
6:25; Lk. 1:39). It then means “zeal” or 
“commitment” in Rom. 8:12; 12:11. It takes on 
the sense of “zealous concern” in 2 Cor. 
7:11(earnestness). 



4.  Leadership Sets 
the Ambiance



II Sam. 23:1
“The inspired utterance of David son of Jesse,

the utterance of the man exalted  by the Most High,    
the man anointed  by the God of Jacob,  

the hero of Israel’s songs:    

2 “The Spirit  of the LORD spoke through me;  
his word was on my tongue.     

3 The God of Israel spoke,  
the Rock  of Israel said to me:    

‘When one rules over people in righteousness,   
when he rules in the fear  of God,     

4 he is like the light  of morning  at sunrise   
on a cloudless morning,    

like the brightness after rain   
that brings grass from the earth.    



II Sam.  23:6 But evil men are all to be cast  
aside like thorns,  which are not gathered with 
the hand. 
7 Whoever touches thorns uses a tool of iron  
or the shaft of a spear;  they are burned up 
where they lie. 



5.  It is Faithful



II Sam. 23:8  Josheb-basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was chief of the Three; 
he raised his spear against eight hundred men, whom he killed in one 
encounter. 

2Sam. 23:9    Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the Ahohite. As one of 
the three mighty men, he was with David when they taunted the Philistines 
gathered [at Pas Dammim] for battle. Then the men of Israel retreated,  10 
but he stood his ground and struck down the Philistines till his hand grew 
tired and froze to the sword.

2Sam. 23:11     Next to him was Shammah son of Agee the Hararite. When   
the Philistines banded together at a place where there was a field full of 
lentils, Israel’s troops fled from them.  12 But Shammah took his stand in the 
middle of the field. He defended it and struck the Philistines down, and the 
LORD brought about a great victory.



2Sam. 22:26     “To the faithful you show yourself  
faithful,  to the blameless you show yourself 
blameless, 
27 to the pure you show yourself pure, 

but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd.     



6.  It Leads by 
Example



I Peter 5:3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock.

I Tim. 4:12 Don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in 
purity. 
 
Acts 20:18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You 
know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from 
the first day I came into the province of Asia…



1Chr. 11:12    Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the Ahohite, one of the  
three mighty warriors.  13 He was with David at Pas Dammim when the 
Philistines gathered there for battle. At a place where there was a field full of 
barley, the troops fled from the Philistines.  14 But they took their stand in 
the middle of the field. They defended it and struck the Philistines down, 
and the LORD brought about a great victory.

2Sam. 23:9    Next to him was Eleazar son of Dodai the Ahohite. As one of 
the three mighty men, he was with David when they taunted the Philistines 
gathered [at Pas Dammim] for battle. Then the men of Israel retreated,  10 
but he stood his ground and struck down the Philistines till his hand grew 
tired and froze to the sword.



People ask the difference between a leader and a boss. The 
leader leads, and the boss drives. 

Theodore Roosevelt 



7.  It is Responsive

I Kings 12:4 “Your father put a heavy yoke  on us, but now 
lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, 
and we will serve you.



8.  It is Entrusted



Concerning Paul
I Tim. 1:11
that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he 
entrusted to me.
Titus 1:3
and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through 
the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our 
Saviour,
Regarding Timothy
6:20
Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care.
II Tim 1:14
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with 
the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
To the Elders that Titus is told to appoint –
Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be 
blameless…



I Tim. 1:11 and Titus 1:3 – pisteo – to believe – here 
passive – God has believed in me, therefore entrusted 
to me this Gospel.  Like a parent who trusts.

The other is paratithemi – “to give someone something 
in trust, goods placed in trust.
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9.  It is Brave Not 
Cowardly



Ex. 32:21    He said to Aaron, “What did these people do   
to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 

Ex. 32:22    “Do not be angry,  my lord,” Aaron answered.   
“You know how prone these people are to evil.  23 They 
said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for 
this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we 
don’t know what has happened to him.’  24 So I told them, 
‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave 
me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this 
calf!” 

Ex. 32:25    Moses saw that the people were running wild   
and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so 
become a laughingstock  to their enemies.



10.  Leadership that is 
More than One Note



1Chr. 12:1    These were the men who came to 
David at Ziklag,  while he was banished from 
the presence of Saul son of Kish (they were 
among the warriors who helped him in battle;  2 
they were armed with bows and were able to 
shoot arrows or to sling stones right-handed 
or left-handed;  they were relatives of Saul  
from the tribe of Benjamin):



11.  It is Self-Effacing








