
“Creator of  all things, true source of  light and wisdom, 
lofty origin of  all being, graciously let a ray of  your 
brilliance penetrate into the darkness of  my understanding 
and take from me the double darkness in which I have been 
born, an obscurity of  both sin and ignorance. Give me a 
sharp sense of  understanding, a retentive memory, and the 
ability to grasp things correctly and fundamentally. Grant 
me the talent of  being exact in my explanations, and the 
ability to express myself  with thoroughness and charm. 
Point out the beginning, direct the progress, and help in 
completion; through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

-Saint Thomas Aquinas: Prayer Before Study
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NT Survey
South Pacific School of Missions
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Kingdom Background

Historical Background

Synoptic Gospels

Matthew

Mark 
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Historical Background

OT closes with Darius the Persian (Neh 12:22)

NT begins with the ruling monarch Augustus 
representing the power of Rome (Lk 2:1)

Between these two pillars of history the ebb 
and flow of wars, struggles, hopes, and 
defeats passed over Palestine shaping the 
world in which the King of Kings would live.
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Babylonian Period (626-539 B.C.)
Ezekiel 36:22-28 
Jeremiah 25:11-14 (539-Cyrus)

700 B.C. 70 A.D.

Persian Period (539-331 B.C.)
Ezra & Nehemiah

Grecian Period (331-320 B.C.)

Ptolemaic Period (320-198 B.C.)
Septuagint Translation Completed

Syrian Period (198-167 B.C.)

Maccabean Period (167-142 B.C.)

Hasmonean Period (142-63 B.C.)

Roman Period (63 B.C. on)
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Practical Effects
A people longing for redemption

Influence of Greco-Roman life

culture

religion: non-exclusive, corporate, 
separated from morality (ritual purity)

language: greek

Roman roads & peace
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The Sects of Judaism
Pharisees

Sadducees

Essenes

Zealots

Herodians

Scribes

Sicarii

Sunday, 16 December 12



Pharisees

Originated during the Maccabean revolt

Largest and most influential group

Accepted the directives of  the oral and written law

Supernaturalists (angels, spirits, immortality of  the 
soul, and the resurrection of  the body)

Eventually became the pattern of  modern orthodox 
Judaism
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Sadducees

Many relate their name to Zadok whose children 
comprised the priestly hierarchy during the time of  
captivity (2 Chron 31:10)

Historically they developed from the priestly supporters 
of  the Hasmonean dynasty

Accepted the Torah or Law as having a higher authority 
than the Prophets and the Writings

Smaller in number than the Pharisees

Anti-supernaturalists (Mark 12:18-27)

Wealthy political opportunist who joined readily with 
any group who could assist them in retaining power and 
influence
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Essenes
Not mentioned in the NT-most information about them 
comes from Josephus.

Small ascetic group with very strict requirements for 
admission (3 yr probation period prior to full 
membership)

Possible offshoot from the Pharisees due to a conflict view 
on the political aims of  the Hasmonean rulers

Refused to practice the sacrificial ritual because they 
viewed the priesthood as corrupt

Did not practice marriage and held all property in 
common

Similar theology to the Pharisees, greater commitment

Sunday, 16 December 12



Zealots

Began with Judas the Galilean seeking to lead a revolt 
over a taxation census (A.D. 6)

“Simon the Zealot” (Mt 10:4; Lk 6:15)

Barabbas was possibly a zealot (John 18:40)

Revolutionaries fanatically dedicated to the overthrow of  
the Roman power.  Viewed nationalist patriotism and 
religion as inseparable

Possibly an extreme wing of  the Pharisees

Refused to pay taxes and initiated several revolts...One in 
particular resulted in the the destruction of  Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70
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Herodians

Small minority of influential Jews who supported the 
Herodian dynasty and therefore the Romans who 
installed the Herods in office.

No mention outside the Gospels (Mt 22:16; Mk 3:6, 
12:13)

Joined with the Pharisees to plot the death of Jesus

Sunday, 16 December 12



Scribes

Technically a professional group rather than a religious 
or political group

Interpreted and taught the OT law and gave judicial 
opinions on cases brought before them

In Jesus’ time most of the scribes were Pharisees, but 
not all Pharisees had the theological skill demanded of 
a scribe.
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Sicarii

Literally: “dagger men”

Extreme revolutionaries committed to the overthrow of 
the Roman control of Palestine

Used small concealed daggers to assassinate their 
enemies, mainly Roman officials

Willing to die in killing their targets and did whatever 
they could to disrupt Roman political and military 
policy
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Political Rulers: Perspective: Lk 3:1-2

Herod the Great: (37BC to 4AD):

Appointed by Romans as the king of  the Jews.

“slaughter of  the infants” (Mt 2)

Herod Antipas: (4BC to 39AD)

Tetrarch of  Galilee and Perea

John the B scandal (Mt 14:1-12)

Jesus’ nickname: “that fox” (Lk 13:32)& Crucifixion (Luke 
23:7-12)

Herod Agrippa I: (AD37-44)

Grandson of  Herod the Great, succeeded Antipas

James the Son of  Zeb’s murder & Peter’s imprisonment (Acts 
12)

Eerie death in (Acts 12:21-23)
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Political Rulers Cont.
Herod Agrippa II (AD 50-100)

Paul’s trial in Acts 25 & 26

Pontius Pilate (AD26-36)

Roman procurator of  Judea

Trial of  Christ: John 18:38-19:6

Deposed by Tiberius for an attack on the Samaritans 
(AD36)

Jewish High Priests

Annas, the high priest emeritus, was the father-in-law to 
Caiaphas, the ruling high priest at the time of  the trial of  
Christ (John 18:13)

Ananias & Paul’s exchange in Acts 23:2
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The Literature of Judaism

OT appeared in 3 different translations
Original Hebrew: used in priestly 
observances in Palestine
LXX: used by diaspora Jews and became the 
bible of  the early church
Targums: oral translations that were being 
translated into Aramaic. Often contained 
imaginative material not found in the 
Hebrew. 
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Jewish Lit: Apocrypha

literally “hidden books”

15 books from the intertestamental period (200 
B.C. to 100 A.D. containing history, fiction, and 
wisdom literature.

From the time of  the Reformation, the 
apocryphal books have been omitted from the 
canon of  the Protestant churches. 

Catholics accept under the label of  “deutero-
canonical” (second-canon)

Preserved by Christians not the Jews
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Jewish Lit: Pseudepigrapha

Literally “writings falsely attributed”

Some of  the books claim to be written by 
Adam, Enoch, Moses, and other famous 
OT people. 

Some of  the writings are anonymous; thus 
some scholars prefer the name “outside 
books” for all of  these writings, 
emphasizing that they did not become part 
of  canon.
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The Temple

Solomon’s Temple was destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.
Second Temple was rebuilt during the 
restoration. (Haggai & Zechariah)
Herod’s Temple: rebuilding & 
upgrading of  the second temple (20 
B.C.to 64 A.D.) John 2:20
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Jewish Festivals & Calendar
Name Month Reference Significance

Passover Nisan (Mar/Apr)
Exodus 12:2-20; Lev 

23:5
God’s deliverance of  
Israel out of  Egypt

Feast of  Unleavened 
Bread

Nisan (Mar/Apr) Lev 23:6-8
God’s deliverance of  
Israel out of  Egypt

Feast of  Weeks or 
Harvest (Pentecost)

Sivan (May/June) 7 
weeks after passover

Exod 23:16; 34:22; 
Lev 23:15-21

The giving of  the law

Feast of  Trumpets 
(Rosh Hashanah)

Tishri (Sept/Oct)
Lev 23:23-25; Num 

29:1-6
Beginning of  the civil 

new year

Day of  Atonement 
(Yom Kippur) Tishri (Sept/Oct)

Lev 23:26-33; Exod 
30:10

h.p. makes atonement 
for nations sin

Feast of  Booths, or 
Tabernacles

Tishri (Sept/Oct)
Lev 23:33-43; Num 

29:12-39; Deut 16:13
40 years of  wilderness 

wandering

Feast of  Dedication or 
Festival of  Lights

Kislev (Nov/Dec) and 
Tebeth (Dec/Jan)

John 10:22
Temple purification by 

Judas Macc.

Feast of  Purim or 
Esther

Adar (Feb/Mar) Esth 9 Deliverance of  Jewish people 
in the days of  Esther
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The New Testament
Part 1:

Matthew, Mark, Luke-Acts, John
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Thoughts on the Criticisms

Can hurt your faith or help your faith

Highly assumptive field of study often 
dominated by skeptics.

Concern: Sources & Authors
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Form, Source, Redaction Criticism

Form criticism focuses on the materials used in the 
oral stage of Gospel transmission. Source criticism 
investigates the documents prominent during the 
written stage of Gospel development. Redaction 
criticism focuses on the activity of the author in the 
production of the Gospels.
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Studying the NT

Form criticism:

Source criticism:

Redaction criticism:

Luke 1:1-4 “Many have undertaken to 
draw up an account of  the things that 
have been fulfilled among us, just as they 
were handed down to us by those who 
from the first were eyewitnesses and 
servants of  the word. Therefore, since I 
myself  have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning , it seemed 
good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you may know the 
certainty of  the things you have been 
taught.”
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An Ancient Drop Box

Luke 1:1-4

John 21:24-25

Phil 2:6-11; Eph. 4:4–6; 5:14; 1 Tim. 1:17; 
3:16; 6:15–16; 2 Tim. 2:11–13
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Authorship
None of the gospel writers/editors identify 
themselves. Why is so much time spent 
trying to figure it out?

1st Century Church recognised these as 
authoritative...

Acts 2-3000, Acts 4-5000, ????

Acts 26:25-27  not done in a corner
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Synoptic Gospels
A term (from Gk. synoptikós “seeing together”)

J.J. Griesbach German Theologian

Independent Shared

Mark 7.00% 93.00%

Matthew 42.00% 58.00%

Luke 59.00% 41.00%

John 92.00% 8.00%
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Synoptic Problem

Scholars have concluded that the 
Synoptics are in some way related to 
one another. The nature of  this 
relationship, complicated by their 
sharp divergences in form and 
content, constitutes what is known as 
the “Synoptic problem.”

Sunday, 16 December 12



Synoptic Questions?

How did the authors get the material about Jesus 
that they have used? 

Why are the three accounts so similar at so many 
places and so different at others? 

What was the role of  the evangelists themselves? 
Recorders of  tradition? 

Authors with a viewpoint of  their own? And, to 
raise the larger question that lurks behind all of  
these, why four gospels?
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Is it actually a problem?

“The differences among the Gospels do 
not imply error or creation of material, 
but all reflect different arrangement and 
presentation in order to convey 
meaning.”

Sunday, 16 December 12



4 Approaches to the S.P.

Oral Tradition Hypothesis

Fragment Hypothesis

Primitive/Common Dependence Hypothesis

Interdependence/Mutual Usage Hypothesis
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Matthew Luke

Q

Mark
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The Gospel of Matthew
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Background
WHEN: 60-80 A.D.

Some claim due to the accuracy of  the destruction of  
Jerusalem as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel that it must 
have been written after 70 A.D.

Jesus’ foreknowledge of  course is ignored in that theory...

Examples from temple life pointless post temple 
destruction? 

WHERE: Antioch

A church that may have been as large as 30,000-40,000 
disciples!

WHO:  Jewish-Christian Diaspora/intense conflict with Jewish 
synagogues

AUTHOR: Matthew, the apostle of  Jesus (tax collector)
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Matthew wrote to establish an 
ORDERED WORLD in which 

Jesus has all authority and 
defends this view against rival 

worldviews.  
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JESUS as KING
Genealogy that bores us but would have blown away Jews.

Who is crowned King?

Two names given with explanations drawing together two threads of  
Jewish expectation: Saving people from sin and dwelling with them.

Jesus: YHWH saves, 1:21 “he will save his people from their 
sins.” deliver from the real exile--sin and death, not Assyria, 
Babylon or Egypt.

Immanuel: 1:23 “God with us”

Matthew’s gospel is tied together nicely: 28:18-20 “I am with you 
always...” The one who is with us always is the one that now has all authority 
and the one who died on the charge of  being the King of  the Jews (27:37)

In the middle and turning point is Matthew 16:13-20, followed by 
16:21 “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer...”
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JESUS AS TEACHER/PROPHET OF 
GOD’S PEOPLE:

Matthew’s use of  the OT is rich and 
complex
10-14 formula quotations “to fulfill”
Jesus is the New Moses:  Deut. 18/Deut. 34
—someone who sees God and speaks with 
God “face to face.”  New Exodus!
Typology: 9 Examples...
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1) Just as Pharaoh (the King of  Egypt ca. 1300 BC) killed all 
the baby boys of  the Hebrews, and only Moses is saved 
(Exod 1:22 – 2:10), so also Herod (the King of  Israel at the 
birth of  Jesus) kills all the male babies in Bethlehem, and 
only Jesus is saved (Matt 2:13-18).

2) When Moses’ life is in danger, he flees from Egypt to 
Israel, but returns to Egypt after many years (Exod 2:15; 
7:6-7); when Jesus’ life is in danger, he takes the reverse 
itinerary: from Israel to Egypt and later back to Israel (Matt 
2:13-21).

3)  Just as Moses goes up to a mountain to receive the Law 
(incl. the Ten Commandments) from God (Exod 19:3), so 
also Jesus goes up to a mountain to give a new Law (incl. the 
Nine Beatitudes) to the people (Matt 5:1).
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4) Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, ‘See 
the blood of  the covenant . . . that the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words’ [Exodus 24:8]. . . . Through blood 
Moses was the mediator of  the old covenant. Through blood Jesus is 
the mediator of  the new covenant.”

5) Just as Moses does not eat or drink for forty days and forty nights 
while on the mountain, recording God's Law (Exod 34:28), so also 
Jesus fasts for forty days and forty nights in the desert, being tempted 
by Satan (Matt 4:2).”

6) Just as the lawgiver, at the close of  his life, commissioned Joshua 
both to go into the land peopled by foreign nations and to observe all 
the commandments in the law, and then further promised his 
successor God’s abiding presence, so similarly Jesus: at the end of  his 
earthly ministry he told his disciples to go into all the world and 
teach observance of  all the commandments uttered by the new 
Moses; and then he promised his abiding presence.”
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7) “Tradition tells that [at Moses’ death] the angels mourned, 
the heavens were shaken, lightnings flashed, and a heavenly 
voice spoke. . . . [So] several strange things happened . . . when 
Jesus died. The sun went dark ([Matthew] 27:45). Then the 
temple veil was rent (27:51). Then the earth quaked (27:51). 
And then the dead rose up (27:52-53).”

8) Just as Moses was thought to have written the first five books 
of  the Hebrew Bible (Gen, Exod, Lev, Num, Deut), so also the 
teaching of  Jesus is contained in five speeches or extended 
‘discourses’ in Matthew (ch. 5-7, 10, 13, 18, 22-25).

9) Overall, Moses was considered the greatest teacher, prophet 
and lawgiver in the Hebrew Bible (and throughout the NT); so 
also Jesus is portrayed in Matthew’s Gospel as a great teacher, 
prophet and lawgiver, even greater than Moses.”
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Fivefold Division of  Material

Each section ends with, “when Jesus had finished 
these words…”;extends MOSES TYPOLOGY 
(Deut. 31:1; 32:45). [Mt 7:28, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1]

1. The Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29)
2. The Commission to the Disciples (10)
3. The Parables (13)
4. Community of  Disciples (18)
5. Olivet (24-25)
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#1: The Sermon on the Mount 
(5:1-7:29)

“you have heard that it was said…but I say to you…”

Asserts himself  above and beyond the law...

Does not abolish it but rather fulfill it!

FULFILLMENT (17-20); The six antitheses of  5:21-48 explicitly 
counterpose the AUTHORITY OF JESUS to the 
TRADITIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE LAW.  

Rather than RULES THAT FIX STANDARDS FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, JESUS TREATS THEM AS POINTERS 
TO A MORE RADICAL RIGHTEOUSNESS “ALL THE 
WAY DOWN.”  

Not merely the outward but the inward depths of  our hearts...
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Torah of  Messiah “all the way down”
Murder and Adultery—NO!  Anger and Lust renounced.

Legal limitations on divorce and justice—NO!  These options 
eliminated altogether.

Obligation to love your neighbor (i.e. fellow Israelite)—not enough, 
Jesus calls TO LOVE ENEMIES.

Especially hard for Galileans to hear who had been abused by 
the Romans

Turn the other check. Not just the back hand but the open 
hand as well. Showing yourself  to be equals, yet choosing to 
not follow their sinful ways. 

Community’s Ethic of  Perfection

Church lives as uncompromising demonstration of  obedience 
to God’s will:  light of  the world, city on a hill, salt of  the 
earth,…Let your light shine…

…righteousness that exceeds that of  the Scribes and Pharisees.  
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A Community Out of  Sync
Blessings upon the meek, merciful, pure, makers of  peace, 
and sufferers (due to righteousness) convey a NEW 
COMMUNITY OUT OF SYNC WITH the “normal” order 
of  the world.  MAKE SENSE?

Compared to HALAKIC RULINGS OF THE MISHNAH 
and COMMUNITY RULE OF THE QUMRAN 
COVENANTERS (1QS: DSS: manual of  discipline), the 
Sermon on the Mount seems broad and incomplete.  Why? 

Halakic Rullings: Here is the OT principle...how can we 
translate that into action now. (Principle        Action)

Qumran: long lists of  behaviour expected of  followers

Sermon on the Mount targets the heart...transcending the 
outward behavioural modification that often was formed
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7:28-29 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 
crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as 

one who had authority, and not as their teachers of  the law.”

His teaching was amazing and with authority, but He is not just 
an extraordinary teacher.

8:1-9:38 Matthew follows the Sermon on the Mount with 
healing miracles, nature miracles, and yet more memorable 
teachings. 

That section then closes with an appeal for more workers due 
to the plentiful harvest 9:37-38. Seemingly in response to His 
own prayer Jesus then sends out the disciples...

Sunday, 16 December 12



#2: The Commission to the Disciples (chapter 10)

10:5 “Do not go..” before Mt 28 Go nations 
(done at home before done abroad?)
Instruction to prepare the disciples for 
persecution
Rewards for service 
The section closes 11:1 and from there to 
12:50 the opposition to the new kingdom 
increases.
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#3: The Parables (13)
Following the increase in opposition Jesus begins a section 
of  teaching full of  parables. (Parables often associated with 
judgment in the OT). 

Concealing nature of  parables: 11-15 unworthy hearers 
are not given the opportunity. 

Parable of  Sower, Weeds, Mustard Seed, Yeast, Treasure, 
Pearl, Net all illuminate the nature of  the kingdom of  
heaven. 

Closes out the teaching in 11:53

From there more miracles and greater opposition as well as 
Peter’s confession (16:13-20 followed by suffering 
clarification as well as the transfiguration. 
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#4: Community of  Disciples (18)

Ekklesia: a gathering of  citizens called out from 
their homes into some public place, an 
assembly(2X) in Matthew, not in any other gospel!

Matt. 16:18—“and on this rock I will build my 
ekklesia.”  
Matt. 18:17—unrepentant brother/sister 
disciplined by “ekklesia.”

How do we reconcile the standard of  righteousness 
with the need to deal mercifully with human 
weakness and failure? 
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Community Leaders

Greatness in the kingdom is found in child 
like humility 18:1-9
Leaders especially are enjoined to deal 
harshly with themselves but gently with those 
under their care (vv 6–9). 
Instead of  a haughty callousness that looks 
down on the weak we are meant to be 
caring, seeking out the lost sheep. (vv 10-14)
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Community of  Sinners
Clear Process for Reconciliation

STEP 1—one on one (prevents backbiting and gossip)—Lev. 19:17-18 (loving 
involves reproof).

STEP 2—Additional witnesses—Deut. 19:15 (yet, not a legal proceeding…).

STEP 3—Expulsion—NOTE:  familial language

“treat as you would a Gentile or tax collector”? 

18:12-14 Lost Sheep reach out as long as they are willing to listen...

18:18-35—community authority and unlimited forgiveness. 

Parable of  the Unmerciful Servant
No place in the kingdom for an attitude of  unforgiving and harsh treatment of  
each other in view of  what the master has done for us.

18:33 “...shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 
just as I had on you?”
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The Hermeneutic of  Mercy

One of  the crucial character qualities Jesus seeks to instill 
in His disciples:  MERCY.  

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (2X—9:13; 12:7, Hos 6:6)

God’s mercy is extended to sinners—takes 
precedence over purity laws.

Messiah not subject to ordinary Sabbath restrictions. 

Eating with sinners and harvesting grain? Law bears 
witness to weightier matters:  justice, mercy, faith. 
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COMMUNITY ORIENTATION

Pharisaic Judaism—heavy boundaries

Jewish-Christian Church that operates according to love/
mercy hermeneutic and creates an inclusive community that 
reached out to Gentiles. 

19:1 closes out the 4th discourse. From there Matthew 
provides a collection of  Jesus’ teachings and miracles on his 
journey to Jerusalem (19:3-20:34). 

The final week of  Jesus’ life on earth began with the 
triumphal entry (21:1-11). Following this entry, Jesus’ 
teaching continued to inflame opposition against him 
(21:33-46l 23:1-39).

Sunday, 16 December 12



#5: Olivet (chapters 24-25)

Jewish Apocalyptic Writings (Daniel)
Prepared his disciples for the coming 
persecution, promised his return in great glory, 
and urged his followers to be morally alert in 
their obedience. 
Oscillates between the end (of  Jerusalem) and 
THE END.
Despite 24:36-37 the “predictions” continue!
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Danger of  Apostasy (falling away)

Myriad of  dangers:

Lawlessness: “led into sin”

Infighting: “betray one another & hate one 
another”

Deception: “false prophets will appear and 
deceive many”

Apathy: “love of  many will grow cold”
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End Time Parables
24:36- functions as a thesis statement for this entire section and as a 
topic sentence for its first paragraph, which illustrates the surprise 
arrival of  the end (24:36–42). 

Next proceeds a collection of  parables on watchfulness—the 
householder and thief  (vv. 43–44), the faithful and unfaithful servants 
(vv. 45–51), the ten bridesmaids (25:1–13), and the talents (25:14–30). 

Be Ready:  

1st Christ’s return is completely unexpected

2nd sooner than expected

3rd later than expected. 

Jesus covers all bases. The fourth parable then explores more 
fully what that preparation involves—good stewardship of  all 
God has committed to us.
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The Gospel of  Mark
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Background
WHEN: 40 AD to 70 AD most likely late 50s to 
mid 60s

WHERE: Rome (Irenaeus & Clement of  Rome)

WHO: Gentile-Christian audience in Rome 
(translates Aramaic sayings, explanation of  Jewish customs, 
cessation of  the ritual elements in the Mosaic law)

AUTHOR: (John) Mark mentioned in Acts (12:12, 
25; 13:5, 13; 15:37) and in four New Testament 
epistles (Col. 4:10; Philem. 24; 2Tim. 4:11; 1 Peter 
5:13) is almost certaintly the author.

Sunday, 16 December 12



The Gospel Narrative

“heavens torn apart” 1:10
curtain temple torn 15:38
Isa. 63:15-64:4
Breathless pace: 

“time is fulfilled” (1:15)
“Immediately” used no less than 11 times in 
chapter 1.  (40 times total in the Gospel, only 
12 in the rest of  the NT)
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Structure of Mark

Simple structure of  two halves. 
First 8 Chapters introduce us to the 1st point: 
this Jesus of  Nazareth is in fact the Messiah.
Second 8 Chapters introduce us to the 2nd 
point: this Messiah is not the military warrior, 
but the Servant King.
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Structured after the preaching of the 
early church

Acts 10:36-40 Mark

“good news” (10:36) “the beginning of  the good news” (1:1)

God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit” (10:38)

the coming of  the Spirit on Jesus (1:10)

“beginning in Galilee” (10:37) the Galilean ministry (1:16-8:26)

“He went around doing good and 
healing all who were under the power of 
the devil” (10:38)

Jesus’ ministry focuses on healings and 
exorcisms

“We are witnesses of  everything he did 
in Jerusalem (10:39)

the ministry in Jerusalem (11-14)

“They killed him by hanging him on a 
cross” (10:39)

focus on the death of  Christ (15)

“God raised him from the dead on the 
third day” (10:40)

“He has risen! He is not here” (16:6)
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First half:  1:1-8:26
Identity and authority of  Jesus established as CENTRAL 
CONCERN.

A STORY OF THE CRUCIFIED MESSIAH

“But who do you say that I am?” (8:29)

1st verse:  “the beginning of  the gospel of  Jesus Christ, the 
Son of  God”

IRONY:  the readers know this, but none of  the characters 
do, EXCEPT the demons (3:11;5:7) and God (9:7)!

And the Centurion: “Truly this man was God’s Son!” (15:39)

The “outsider” Gentile Centurion utters this as he witnesses 
the CRUCIFIXION.  

SON OF GOD can only be known as such when he is 
known as the CRUCIFIED ONE.  
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First half:  Jesus’ Exploits
NARRATIVE:  Casts out demons, heals the sick, raises the 
dead, calms the sea and wind, walks on water, twice feeds 
multitudes…

This beginning seems to suggest a “triumphant” ending, as 
most, especially Gentiles, would conceive of  “triumph.” (i.e. 
Hellenistic wonder-worker)

Parallel to account of  Jesus’ deeds of  power is the account of  
the disciples’ incomprehension of  Jesus’ identity.

4:11 (secrets given); 4:13; 7:17,18 (do not understand 
parables); 4:40 (“no faith”); 6:52, 8:4 (fail to understand 
loaves twice!)

Not an intellectual problem but rather one of  the heart 
Darkness and hardness!

Why shed so much light on this? 
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Mark 8

1-10—second feeding miracle
11-13—Jesus brushes off  Pharisees looking for 
a sign.
15—”beware of  yeast of  Pharisees”
Disciples still “outsiders,” unable to interpret 
Jesus’ deeds:  8:17, 18
Jesus explains two feedings in detail, then asks:  
“do you understand?”—NO ANSWER.
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Mark 8
8:22-26—Next brief  healing story is 
important with respect to “not seeing”:  man 
is gradually healed of  his blindness.
Why this story here? Gradual opening of  
spiritual eyes...
NEXT SECTION—the pivotal conversation 
at Caesarea Philippi:  
Jesus asks—Who do you…?  Peter famously 
responds:  “You are the Messiah.”
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Mark 8

He rebukes them, commanding them to not 
tell anyone of  this.  WHY?
8:31-33—He began to teach them he must 
die and Peter will have none of  it.  
To deny Jesus when he has laid out his 
vocation and mission is to be a tempter and 
adversary; it is asking Jesus to deny his 
IDENTITY BEFORE GOD. 
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Longing for Their Messiah

“Like many other holy revolutionaries of  the day, they wanted a 
Messiah who would defeat the Romans, cleanse the land of  
paganism, and establish Israel as the top nation in the world. The 
trouble with that dream was that it always painted its pictures in 
sharply contrasting goodies-and-baddies, black-and-white tones. 
One of  the Dead Sea Scrolls, reflecting this, calls itself  ‘The War of 
the Sons of  Light against the Sons of  Darkness’...The problem was 
that to think in terms of  revolution, of  military revolt against 
Rome, was itself  a total betrayal of  the purposes for which God called Israel 
in the first place. Israel had been called to be the light of  the world...”

-NT Wright
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Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:32
We are called to follow in the way of  rejection, 
suffering, and death (hence, 8:34,35).
The narrative strategy of  the gospel, especially 
after “the question,” continually invites the 
reader to answer it correctly.
Disciples fail to realize as they scramble for 
position in pecking order: to “confess” rightly 
allows own identity to be stamped by the identity 
of  the one who died forsaken on a CROSS.  
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2nd Half:  mighty works nearly cease

One exorcism—9:14-29 
Even that is done reluctantly!
v.19-”How much longer must I put up with 
you?”

One healing—10:46-52
Withering of  one fig tree—11:12,13, 20,21
What is going on?
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2nd half—ALL POINTS TO CROSS

“Mighty works” restrained; Jesus refuses to be 
known as a purveyor of  power—
SUPERNATURAL OR OTHERWISE.  HE 
CAN ONLY BE KNOWN AS THE SON OF 
MAN WHO SURRENDERS POWER IN 
ORDER TO SUFFER AND DIE.
10:52—Second healing (Bartimaeus)—
immediate/complete—he “followed him on the 
way.”
 10:42-45; 14:22—This death, simply put, is “for 
many.”  
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Gospel Conclusion— “Ears to Hear”

Despite repeated assertions indicating faithfulness (14:31, 
32-42, 72), the disciples desert Jesus (failure of  nerve, not 
understanding— “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak” (14:38b).

Humble picture of  the disciples:

hard of  heart (6:52)

spiritually weak (14:32-42)

dimwitted (8:14-21)

“privileged and perplexed”

Yet, despite such bleakness and much rejection, self-
sacrificial discipleship never compromised and Spirit 
(only mention) given to enable bold speech (4:3-29; 13:9).  
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Luke-Acts
Liberation through the Power of the Spirit
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Background/Genre

Written with specific attention to the conventions of  historical 
writing in late antiquity.

Written to a cultured readership in the Hellenistic world. 

Narrate everything, “in good order” (1:1-4).  Entails a 
well-ordered story that convinces reader of  the God’s plan 
in history.

Significant attention to WOMEN and DELIVERANCE 
OF POOR (Luke 1:52-53; 10:38-42;15:11-32 [prefigures 
response of  Jews in Acts?]. 
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Women in Luke
Parallel&Passages&on&Men&and&Women&in&the&Gospel&of&Luke&

&
1.#An#angel#speaks#to#Zechariah#(1:5–20)#and#to#Mary#(1:26–38).##

2.#Mary#sings#a#song#(1:46–55)#and#so#does#Zechariah#(1:68–79).##

3.#Simeon#and#Anna#receive#Jesus#in#the#temple#(2:25–38)#

4.#The#woman#of#Zarephath#and#Naaman#the#leper#are#set#forth#as#

examples#of#faith#in#4:24–27.##

5.#The#parable#of#the#mending#of#the#garment#(from#the#life#experience#

of#women)#and#the#making#of#wine#(from#the#experience#of#men)#in#

5:36–39.##

6.#The#raising#of#the#dead:#one#young#man#(7:11–17)#and#one#young#

woman#(8:49–56).##

7.#Two#texts#demonstrate#Jesus’#concern#for#sinners#in#the#face#of#the#

harsh#rejection#of#the#selfQrighteous.#The#first#is#the#account#of#the#

woman#in#the#house#of#Simon#(7:36–50).#The#second#is#the#parable#of#

the#publican#and#the#Pharisee#(18:9–14).#In#one#case#the#rejected#person#

is#a#woman#and#in#the#other#case#it#is#a#man.##

8.#The#band#of#disciples#includes#men#and#women#(8:1–3).#They#all#have#

names.##

9.#Two#people#are#told,#“Your#faith#has#saved#you.”#These#are#the#woman#

with#the#flow#of#blood#(8:43–48)#and#the#blind#man#(18:35–42).##

10.#The#gospel#records#two#clear#cases#where#Jesus#becomes#defiled#

with#midras#(contact)#uncleanness:#he#allows#the#woman#with#the#issue#

of#blood#to#touch#him#(8:43–48)#and#he#enters#the#house#and#spends#the#

night#with#a#tax#collector#(19:1–10).###

11.#Martha#(10:41–42)#and#the#ruler#(18:22)#each#lack#one#thing.##

12.#Two#parables#on#assurance#of#answer#to#prayer#(the#friend#at#

midnight#[11:5–8]#and#the#unjust#judge#and#the#widow#[18:1–8]).#The#

main#character#in#the#first#is#a#man,#and#in#the#second#a#woman#takes#

the#center#stage.##

13.#The#poem#on#the#men#of#Nineveh#and#the#queen#of#the#South#(11:29–

32).##

14.#A#concern#for#justice#for#men#servants#and#women#servants#(12:45–

46)#in#the#interpretation#of#the#parable#of#the#master#who#comes#home#

from#the#marriage#feast.##

15.#Divisions#in#one#house#include#divisions#between#men#and#divisions#

between#women#(12:51–53).##

16.#Two#healings#on#the#Sabbath#occur#in#the#center#of#the#travel#

narrative.#One#is#of#a#woman#(13:10–16)#and#the#other#of#a#man#(14:1–

6).#The#example#of#the#ox#and#the#ass#occurs#in#each.#Other#similarities#
between#the#two#texts#also#occur.##
17.#The#“daughter#of#Abraham”#(13:16)#and#the#“son#of#Abraham”#
(19:9).##
18.#Two#brief#parables#appear#in#13:18–21.#One#is#from#the#life#
experience#of#men#(the#planting#of#a#mustard#seed)#and#the#other#from#
the#world#of#women#(the#leaven#in#the#meal).##
19.#Disciples#of#Jesus#must#demonstrate#loyalty#to#him#above#loyalty#to#
male#and#female#family#members#(14:26–27).##
20.#The#double#parables#of#the#lost#sheep#(15:4–7)#and#the#lost#coin#
(15:8–10).#
21.#The#day#of#the#Son#of#Man:#two#men#in#one#bed#(17:34)#and#two#
women#grinding#(17:35).##
22.#In#debate#with#the#Sadducees#Jesus#affirms#equality#between#men#
and#women#in#the#resurrection#(20:27–36).##
23.#A#poor#woman#is#made#the#hero#of#Jesus’#observations#of#gifts#given#
to#the#treasury.#The#grammar#allows#the#conclusion#that#the#rich#
mentioned#are#men#and#women.#However#the#Middle#Eastern#cultural#
assumption#is#that#they#were#men#(21:1–4).##
24.#Strangers#who#offer#aid/support#at#the#cross#include#Simon#of#
Cyrene#(23:26)#and#the#women#of#Jerusalem#(23:27).##
25.#His#acquaintances,#men#and#women,#who#followed#him#from#Galilee,#
stand#at#a#distance#watching#the#crucifixion.#The#women#are#specifically#
mentioned#(23:49).#26.#Those#present#at#his#burial#include#Joseph#of#
Arimathea#and#the#women#(23:50–56).##
27.#The#empty#tomb#stories#and#the#resurrection#appearances#are#
focused#on#the#women#and#the#disciples.#The#initial#witness#is#from#the#
women#to#the#men#(24:1–49).##
#
QFinding#the#Lost#Cultural#Keys#to#Luke#15#(Kenneth#E.#Bailey)#
#
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Style/Genre

Septuagint diction manifests focus on the deep 
continuity between the OT and the Gospel 
story presented in Luke. 

E.g., Luke’s birth and infancy narratives.
Not so much a focus on fulfilment of  
prophetic predictions but on the 
FULFILMENT OF GOD’S PROMISES 
TO ISRAEL (Luke 1:54-55; Acts 2:39).  
Hence, lack of  specific scriptural citations.  
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”
Luke 1:1-2—  “I made the first book…about 
everything that Jesus began to do and teach until the 
day when—after giving instruction through the Holy 
Spirit…he was taken up” 

Two-part structure shows how the emergence of  
the church is a necessary sequel to the ministry of  
Jesus. 

Jesus is part of  the larger purpose of  God to bring 
salvation to the world.  

He is presented as playing a vital role in bringing 
God’s salvation to the world, but with an equal 
emphasis on the role of  the HOLY SPIRIT as 
poured out on the Church.
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Luke’s Christology:  
Spirit-empowered servant

Luke 4:16-21:  Spirit-empowered public announcement of  
messianic vocation.

SEVERAL IMPORTANT LUKAN THEMES HERE:

“servant of  God”; appeal to Isaiah and prophetic line.

Messiah—’anointed one’  (3:21-22; 4:1, 14)

Liberation and justice for poor and oppressed—Isa. 61 
and Isa. 58: 6-7; 9

Call of  God directed to all!
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Luke’s Christology:  
Prophet like Moses

More emphasis on Moses as prophetic liberator; 
LUKE 9:31 (“his exodus, which he was going to fulfill 
in Jerusalem.”)

Acts 3:22-23 (mighty works), 25; 7:37

Moses sent twice—first time in weakness, second time 
in power.  First leads to rejection out of  ignorance, but 
second time, accompanied by signs, leads to rejection 
by God.

JESUS “MUST” SUFFER IN LINE WITH 
MOSAIC PATTERN.
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Luke’s Christology:  
Righteous Martyr

“he has done nothing to deserve death” (3X)--Luke 23:4, 
13-15, 22

23:40-41—”this man has done nothing wrong.”

23:47—dikaios--righteous

Isa. 53:11 LXX--speaks of  a RIGHTEOUS ONE who will 
take away the sins of  many (cf. Wisdom of  Solomon 2:12-13; 
17-20). 

ACTS 3:13-15 “his servant Jesus…you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One”

ACTS 7:51-52 “even killed those who predicted the coming 
of  the Righteous One...now you have betrayed and 
murdered him
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The Church in the Power of the 
Spirit

Jesus as paradigm for ministry:  “everything 
that Jesus began to do and teach”—church 
is called to continue in these teachings and 
deeds.  
Just as Jesus is anointed by Spirit for service, 
so Pentecost (Acts 1:8; 2) reflects the 
empowerment of  the church to proclaim 
the message to all nations. (Luke 24:46-49)  
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Promise and Outpouring of Spirit
Empowering presence does not stop with apostles 
as successors of Jesus:  Acts 2:17-18, quoting Joel 
2:28-29.

“This promise is for you, for your children, and for 
all who are far off” (2:39).  

Gift of Spirit empowers all to SAME VOCATION: 
PREACH FREEDOM TO CAPTIVES

Repentance (Luke 3:10-14; Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38)  
in line w/ prophetic vision of justice in Isaiah.  
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Spirit Empowered

Just like Jesus, the apostles are now prophets 
who proclaim good news and call for 
repentance, release from bondage, perform 
“signs and wonders” as acts of  mercy and 
warning.   
Compare 9:36-46 and Luke 8:40-42; 49-56
Moses, Jesus, Apostles (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37)
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The New Community: 
“Great Grace Was Upon Them All”

Formation of  a people, not salvation of  individuals:
Luke 1:17; 54-55; 68-79 (Isa. 40:3-5 and Luke 3:1-6)
“Journey Narrative”—9:51-19:44—On his way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus is forming the true people of  God 
around himself, so that by the time he enters, “the 
whole multitude of  disciples welcome him” (19:37).  
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“Great grace…” cont.

Acts 2:42-47 Everything Israel had hoped for had come 
to fruition

Acts 4:32-35

With outpouring and mass baptisms on Pentecost, 
thousands are added to new community:  “great 
grace was upon them all, for there was not a needy 
person among them” (34-35).  

LUKE 4:16-21—FULFILMENT of  Greek ideal of  
true friendship (Nichomachean Ethics) and 
Deuteronomy 15.    
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“Great grace…” cont.

The practice of  distributing goods to meet needs is in 
obedience to Jesus’ teaching throughout Luke; some key 
texts:

Luke 6:20-25

12:13-21; 16:19-31 (Deut. 15 and Isa. 58!)

Contrasts:  18:18-30 and 19:1-10

POSSESSIONS AS SYMBOLS OF RESPONSE TO 
GOD—(ACTS 5:1-11):  UNCOERCED 
GENEROSITY OR HESITANT STINGINESS?
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Church and Empire:  
Turning the World Upside Down

Sharp depiction of  how new community relates to 
kingdoms of  the world:  Acts 17:1-9

Concern for outcasts; condemnation of  wealthy; critique of 
unjust and oppressive institutions; call for relationships 
based on humility and service, and opposition to 
violence=THREAT TO ROMAN (or, any) ORDER.  

Many specific rulers and public officials mentioned by 
name (Luke 2:1 and 3:1; Acts 26:26). 

See Acts 4:19-30 [psalm 2:1-2]; Acts 5:17-42 (“…rather 
than human authority”); Acts 19:23-41.

Sunday, 16 December 12



The Gospel and Epistles 
of John

Loving One Another
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Matthew takes us into the Jewish Synagogue, where the people of God 

are learning to recognize Jesus as their King, their Emmanuel. Mark writes a 

handbook on discipleship, for the followers of the Servant King. Luke 

presents Jesus to the cultured Greek world of his day. John, by contrast, 

takes us up the mountain and says quietly: ‘Look—from here, on a clear day, 

you can see for ever.’ “...We have seen His Glory, the Glory of the One and 

Only...” John does not describe the transfiguration, as the other Gospels do; 

in a sense, John’s whole story is about the transfiguration. He invites us to, 

“Be still, and know...” He challenges us to look deeper into the human face of 

Jesus of Nazareth, until the awesome knowledge comes over us, wave upon 

terrifying wave, that we are looking into the human face of the living God.
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Genre/Approach
Written around 90 A.D. perhaps from Asia Minor 

John contains none of  the teachings about violence, possessions, 
or divorce contained in the synoptic gospels.  

SINGLE REVELATION PROVIDES THRUST FOR ENTIRE 
GOSPEL:  that Jesus himself  is the one who has come from God 
to bring life; hence, LENGTHY DISCOURSES.    

NO explicit use of  Law of  Moses, with exception of  5:39-40; 
46-47.  No appeal is made to Law; FOCUS IS 
CHRISTOLOGICAL.  

Disciples are in a deep sense ALIENATED from “the 
world” (John 17:14). 

1 John—opposed to docetists (deny the coming of  Jesus in flesh). 
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Purpose of John

John 20:30-31  "...these are written that you 
may a  believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God..."

Provides 7 or 8 (or more) "Signs"

A sign is more than just a miracle; it is a 
powerful act for the one who has eyes to see 
because it points to the reality of who Jesus is.
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John: 7 or more.. Signs
Sign Reference

Water to Wine 2:1-11

Healing the official’s son 4:43-54

Healing the invalid at Bethesda 5:1-15

Feeding the 5000 6:1-15, 25-69

Walking on water 6:16-21

Healing the man born blind 9:1-41

Raising Lazarus 11:1-44

Jesus' Resurrection 20:19-31
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Structure

John 1:11-12

Divide John's gospel into Three parts:

(1)Chapters 1-13 -Rejection narrative:"...comes to 
his own and they do not receive Him..."

(2)Chapters 14-17 -Private narrative: "to those who 
believe Him" 

(3)Followed by passion and farewell discourse
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John’s Christology:  
“Sent from Heaven”

Preexistent “Logos” (John 1; John 17:5), 
expressing UNITY WITH FATHER/Sophia of  
Jewish Wisdom/Prophetic Word (Ps 33:6). No 
birth narrative--goes way before!
8:58— “I am”
3:31; 6:51-58—he has come down from heaven.
8:23—”you are of  this world, I am not of  this 
world.”  

Sunday, 16 December 12



“The Man from Heaven”: 
 The Incarnation

The Divine and Human are jointly 
emphasised in the writings of  John.  
These were thought to dwell in mutually 
exclusive realms (most Platonists).
Jesus is the Word (“Logos”) become FLESH 
(1 John 4:2-3)!  Rather than remaining an 
abstract, organising principle… 
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Incarnation…

He has been “touched with our hands” (1 
John 1:1).  
Gets thirsty and asks for drink (4:7; 19:28)…
Weeps at Lazarus’ grave  (11:35)…
Strips off  outer clothing and washes grimy 
feet of  followers (13:3-5)…
He could be handled and wounded!
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Incarnation…

God has done the “impossible” to save us. 
“No one has ever seen God, [but] the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,…has 
exegeted (exegesato) him (John 1:18).

Jesus is the definitive interpretation, in 
human form, of  God—and thus of  the 
will of  God.  
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Contra Proto-Gnostics

Gospel of  John deconstructs the dualism that 
governs Gnostic thought.

In contrast to later Gnostic redeemer myths, 
the redeemer from heaven in the Fourth 
Gospel is also the CREATOR OF THE 
WORLD (Genesis 1,2), and validates creation 
by revealing himself  in it.    	
CREATION AND REDEMPTION ARE 
HELD TOGETHER (with important 
consequences).     
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Loving One Another: 
The Friends of Jesus

Abiding in Jesus
Like in other gospels, Jesus gathers around 
himself  followers that will ADHERE TO HIM 
CLOSELY.  

Many Metaphors describing relationship 
with followers, such as:  

ingest his flesh and blood (6:35-39).
Good Shepherd and followers his sheep 
given by Father (10:1-30).
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Friends of Jesus:  
Abiding in Jesus

He is the vine, we are the branches who must 
abide in him to have life and bear fruit (15:1-8).  
Our identification with him is to be VERY 
STRONG; we are sent out to same mission and 
to face same rejection (15:8-21; 17:15-18; 20:21
—”so I send you.” 
12:26 and 1 John 2:5b-6
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Glorify the Father and Son

14:12-14— “so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.” 
EACH MIRACLE ESTABLISHES AN OCCASION 
FOR A REVELATORY DISCOURSE, e.g. 6:1-14 
feeding followed by “bread of  life” discourse.  
Works are instrumental to the larger goal of  glorifying 
God before the world--proclaiming the truth about 
Jesus so that all may have life in his name (see 20:31)
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LOVE WITHIN THE FELLOWSHIP

John 13:3-5, 12-15, 34,35
CLEAR COMMAND:  love one another as 
Jesus has loved us.  This too has a purpose 
linked with testimony.
Jesus gives them the new command (?) of  love 
only after demonstrating in action what 
“love” entails:  HUMBLE SERVICE.  
This immediately precedes the PASSION 
NARRATIVE.   
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LOVE: 
LAYING DOWN ONE’S LIFE

Explicit connection:  15:12-14,17.

Jesus’ death is an act of  self-sacrificial love that sets the 
NORM FOR DISCIPLESHIP.  

Undermines sentimental complacency:  

SEE 1 JOHN 3:11, 16-18, 23

1 JOHN 4:20-21-LOVE OF GOD INEXTRICABLY 
LINKED WITH LOVE BETWEEN DISCIPLES. 

1 John 1:7 walk in light or darkness (confession?) 

2:9-10 Darkness=hatred; love=light 
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JOHANNINE VISION OF CHURCH

Closely knit community of  Jews in major 
urban setting, such as Ephesus, with satellite 
communities in other towns (based on 2 and 
3 John).  
Tension developed over time and they were 
“put out of  the synagogue” (Jn 9:22; 12:42; 
16:2).
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John’s Vision of Church

Now cut off  from all that had structured their lives, 
they clung to the teachings of  Jesus to set their course:  
the church is the SPHERE FROM WITHIN WHICH 
GOD GENERATES LOVE AND LIFE—

1 John 3:13,14; 5:19

The world is ruled by evil that refuses Jesus (1:10-11), 
thus be warned:  1 Jhn 2:15

1 John 2:16—Love for brothers and sisters becomes an 
act of  self-preservation AND prophetic resistance:  in a 
world governed by HATE, pride in riches, and the 
power of  the EVIL ONE, their LOVE REPRESENTS 
A BEACON OF LIGHT IN DARKNESS.  
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“My kingdom is not of this world”

Vision of  conversion highlights a 
DANGEROUS STEP ACROSS A 
FATEFUL LINE INTO A FELLOWSHIP 
OF FAITH:  
JOHN 3—NICODEMUS used as example 
to make appeal to secret Christians in high 
places to make a public confession—RISKY; 
from persecutors to persecuted; surrender 
privileges??  
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“My kingdom is not of this world”

Counter-Cultural stance of  the Church:
John 18:36
John 19:10-11

Entire dialogue subverts Roman claims to 
sovereignty and SUBORDINATES 
ROMAN POWER TO GOD’S POWER.

Followers of  Jesus are to have same relation 
to world:  abandon allegiance to idolatrous 
and oppressive regimes and turn to ways of  
God; to the sovereignty of  God! Or, 19:15! 
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John’s Epistles
John’s opponents

Gnosticism: philosophical potpourri anchored in 
neoplatonic dualism, which fostered a dichotomy between 
matter (evil) and spirit (good).

Docetism “it seems”: branch of gnosticism that rejected the 
incarnation, not fully. Spirit being could temporarily assume 
flesh, but never become it.

Claims of superior spirituality

John’s Gospel: “that you may believe”

John’s Epistles: “know” 32 verses 42 xs in 1 John 

obedience/disobedience; righteousness/sin; 
love;hatred
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